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J ARSfest 2003 
Our Vice President of RARS, Dick W8HYD is selling a “suite of Swan’s” ham gear at the 
Benson JARSfest in November. Perfect weather for outside sales was a plus. The bad 
weather spell may have been broken. 


Photo by Gary KN4AQ 


Tlappy 
Naw Year 
2H 
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The Exciter 
The Exciter is the monthly newsletter of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society. It 
is available in both printed and electronic form. The printed version is mailed to 
members just before each club meeting. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat 
PDF format, is e-mailed about a week earlier. 


We solicit both articles and advertising. The deadline for submissions is first 
Friday of the month or Friday after the monthly meeting. Contact the Editor. 


The views contained in the Exciter are those of the individual authors, and are 
not necessarily the views of the Editor, or the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society. 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS) was founded in 1969 and 
continues to serve and support the Amateur Radio community in the greater 
Triangle area. In 1999, we incorporated a new RARS, and obtained 501(c)(3) 
Non-Profit tax status. 


The objectives of the club are to promote worldwide friend-ship through Ama- 
teur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio communications in times 
of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to educate members in radio technique; 
and to provide training classes to assist in obtaining Amateur Radio licenses. 


Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is eligible to apply for membership. Dues 
for regular licensed amateurs are $18.00 per year (from July 1 through June 30). 
Additional immediate family members pay $5.00 each per year. Dues for li- 
censed amateurs older than 59 or younger than 16 are $12.00 per year. Dues for 
non-licensed Associate members are $9.00 per year. 


Applications for membership may be obtained from the treasurer, or the RARS 
web site (www.rars.org). 


EXCITER EDITOR: Denyse Walter 


KG4CXR 


919-468-5358 
kg4cxr@nc.rr.com 


OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT: Andy Peterson NI4S 
919-845-6251 


ni4s @arrl.net 


VICE-PRESIDENT Dick Bitner W8HYD 
919-872-6802 


ncsol @bellsouth.net 


SECRETARY: Virginia Enzor KG4PFA 
919-469-8555 


kg4pfa@ aol.com 


Greg Seamster KE4PAX 
919-859-0029 
ke4pax @ arrl.net 


INFO 
RARS Repeaters in Raleigh: 
145.13 (82.5 PL) 
146.64 
224.64 
444.525 (82.5 PL) 


WEB SITE 


http://www.rars.org 
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PRESIDENT’S 
COMMENTS: 


Somehow, 2004 is 

upon us! No doubt, 

the perennial news 

stories about New 

Year's resolutions 

will be in full bloom. 
Do the holidays’ blessings, so to speak, have 
you rushing out to join a gym? I've got another 
idea. 


How about giving a new aspect of radio a try? 
Despite all the bad news about BPL, deed re- 
strictions, and threats to spectrum, it's a great 
time to be aham! The technology available to 
us is as impressive as it is varied. 


There are so many aspects to the hobby, none 
of us should ever get "stuck in a rut," but it hap- 
pens. So why not resolve to try just ONE new 
aspect of our great hobby this year? 


Chances are pretty good there's someone in the 
club who knows a thing or two about whatever 
might strike your fancy. All you have to do is 
ask! 


Now, doesn’t that sound like more fun than a 
treadmill? 
73 de Andy NI4S 


RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO 
SOCIETY MEETINGS 


Date: Every first Tuesday of the Month 


Location: Forest Hills Baptist Church, at Dixie 
Trail and Clark Avenue, in Raleigh 


Time: 7:30pm. Folks start showing up a bit before 
7 to chat, brag and eat donuts. 


VE TESTING: The RARS VEs will accept walk-in 
testing which is February, May, August and No- 
vember. Please bring a photo ID, your original 
current license if you have one, and any CSCEs 
you need for credit.. Check into the 8:00 pm net 
every night on the 146.64 repeater or 
www.rars.org for information. 


RARS GENERAL LICENSE CLASS 
RARS is offering a General License Class study course for everyone interested in obtain- 
ing a General Class operators license. The course will begin on Monday January 5th and 
will be held Monday and Wednesday until February 2nd 2004. Meeting time will be 
7:00pm and will be held at the NORTEL training center. Class fees of $16 will cover the 
cost of the license manual and incidental study materials. The class is scheduled to be 
completed in time for the RARS February VEC session. To register please contact Dick 
Bitner W8HYD via e-mail at W8HYD@arrl.net. Class size will be limited to 14 students on 
a first come first served basis. Study groups will be formed if the class desires. 
More instructors are also needed. Please contact Dick if you would like to assist. 


Expand your Horizons with HF 
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MINUTES OF THE RARS MEETING 
December 2, 2003 


The meeting was called to order by President Bernard Blackmon W4BRB at 7:35 PM. 
Treasurer’s Report (KE4PAX): Greg reported there are currently 259 members. He also reported that the Club has received 
permanent 501-c(3) status. Donation of $250.00 made to ARRL for BPL Fund, and $134.00 to ARRL for contest plaques. 


Nominating Committee (Chuck K4HF): Recognized and thanked members of the 2003 RARS Board. He installed the new 2004 
board members which are listed on page 9. 


Announcements: 

W4BRB announced that two members have been assigned to work with Jack WOUCE on the Remote HF Station Project. 
KN4AQ gave an update on Progress Energy’s BPL project. 

Program: Holiday entertainment provided by “The Encore Singers.” 

Door prizes won by: Karen (visitor), W8LUM, and Ruth Bloodworth KE4DRI. 

Adjourned at 8:40 PM. Respectfully submitted by Jim Walter KG4FIJ, Secretary. 


Left: Encore Singers 

for the RARS Christ- 
mas Party Entertain- 

ment. 


Center: Eating the 
goodies at the party 


Right: Bruce 
KC4UQN at the Con- 
trols for the Encore 
Singers 


Target-Your Market 


Our Complete Line of Direct Mail and Printing Services Include: 
* Custom Design & Layout ¢ Mailing Labels « Inserting - Metering 


° taseae Printing «Ink Jet Addressing — » Hand Signatures 
* Mailing Lists 
Residential & Commercial * Sorting - Folding « Personal Service 


HIGH PERFORMANCE MARKETING J. Jay Langley 


\ . . + » PO Box 97744 
For All Your Direct Mail & Printing Needs Raleigh, NC 27624 


919-870-9915 i ricoecicctnne 
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J ARSfest 2003 


John Covington W4CC, Gary 
KN4AQ, Frank W4FAL at JARS- 
fest Photo by Denyse KG4CXR 


AEC Bob WX4MMM and EC John W4J VP 
Photo by Denyse KG4CXR 


Danny K4ITL receiving the 2000 ARRL techni- 
cal award from John W4CC photo by Denyse KG4CXR 
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Inside JARSfest shoppers Photo by Gary KN4AQ 


_\ 


Hank K4HM and Salene KG4RMT at their table. 
Photo by Denyse KG4CXR 


bs = 
Linda, Ruth KE4DRI and Max KO4TV selling ham 
equipment at JARSfest. Photo by Gary KN4AQ 


MINUTES OF THE RARS BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2003 


The RARS board meeting was held at Forest Hills Baptist 
Church on Tuesday, Oct 23, 2003. Members present were 
K4HF, K4HM, KE4PAX, KG4CXR, KG4FIJ, KG40QA, 
KN4AQ, KO4CK, WA2UZO, WA4GIR, W4BRB, 
W8HYD. Total present including quests: 13. 


The meeting was called to order by W4BRB at 7:30 PM. 


On motion by W8HYD, second by K4HF, the minutes of the 
September board meeting were approved. 


Treasurer’s Report (KE4PAX): There are currently 255 
members 


V.P. Report: No report. 


FM Committee (KN4AQ): The new 145.13 repeater will be 
installed soon. 


Exciter (KG4CXR): Will be trying a new layout in future 
issues. 


Net Manager (KG40QA): Nothing significant to report. 
Nets going well. 


Webmaser (WA2UZO): Will transition the webmaster du- 
ties to W4NOT during the next month or two. 


Membership Services (KG4CXR): Nothing significant to 
report. 


Hamfest (K4HM): Had one meeting. Next one is scheduled 
for Mon 10/27. Ron Ford KG4FJA, will be the Security 
Chairman. Bids for the flyers have gone to three printers. 


Field Day (KN4AQ): RARS earned 3M place in Section 7A. 
Public Information (KN4AQ): Contacted the author of an 
article in the N&O about Progress Energy’s involvement in 
broadband over power lines (BPL). Good dialogue was es- 
tablished, and an article about the Ham aspect of BPL may 
be in the works. 


Education (W8HYD): General License class has been post- 
poned until the first part of 2004. 


VE Team (WA4GIR and KO4CK): Announced testing 
schedule for 2004. Will provide testing quarterly at RARS 
meetings (Feb, May, Aug, Nov), plus at JARSfest, Cary 
Hamfest, RARS Hamfest, and at the end of any classes. 
Public Service: No report. 


ARRL Liaison (K4HF): Nothing to report. 


Nominating Committee (K4HF): Board elections will be 


RARS Exciter January, 2004 page 6 


held at the November general meeting. 
W4DW/W4RNC Trustee: No report. 

At-Large Director (W8HYD): Nothing to report. 
Special or Ad-Hoc Committees: None. 

Old Business: 


Check for $546 was mailed to Camille KI4CED for ex- 
penses related to her attendance at Handi-Ham Camp. 


KE4PAX informed that financial review was held to review 
Mar-May 2003 finances. Future reviews will be in January, 
to cover the first six months of the FY budget, and in July 
for year-end review. 


Donation to ARRL for BPL lobby effort: K4HF moved the 
club donate $250.00, KG4FIJ second. After discussion the 
motion passed unanimously. 


New Business: 


Questions have been asked about the eligibility of non- 
RARS members to be included in the RARS list server. 
Discussion was tabled until the November meeting so 
AC4ZO (who manages the RARS list) can be present. 


W4BRB made a presentation on behalf of WOUCE. Gave 
general outline of the “RARS Remote HF System Project.” 
This would be an HF-oriented project that would allow HF 
DX’ ing remotely via PC primarily for the benefit of shut- 
ins, and those with limited antenna options and are unable to 
work HF. The board agreed the project is worth pursuing. 
W4BRB will ask WOUCE to prepare a formal presentation 
for a future RARS meeting. 


On motion by K4HM, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 
PM. Respectfully submitted, Jim Walter KF4FIJ, Secretary. 


LOOkKing Back 30 Years 


JANUARY 1974 

New members totaling 90 with 
at least 44 on 2 meter FM. Jim 
Washburn WN4FQB is in charge 
of the Novice crystal bank. He has 
crystals for the old 40 meter novice 
band. 

The Lafayette store in Gateway 
Plaza shopping center has started 
an amateur radio department and 
they will have all types of amateur 
radio gear and accessories on dis- 
play and in stock in the near future. 
RARS member Danny Hampton, 
K4ITL, is heading the amateur de- 
partment at the store and has been 
busy ordering equipment. 


The RARS 
LECTER 


146.88 145.39, 147.105, & 147.135 Repeat- 
ers are supported by PCRN if you would 
like to donate please make checks to: 


PCRN 
PO Box 12734 
Raleigh, NC 27605 


More info on PCRN: 
http://www.pcrn.net 
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LOOKing Back 10 Years 


JANUARY 1994 

The Eastern NC chapter of the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
has chosen RARS member Gary 
Pearce KN4AQ as their 1993 
“Volunteer of the Year.” Janet 
Mills, director of the MS Chapter 
based in Raleigh, told RARS that 
MS would not consider running an 
event like the 150 without ham ra- 
dio communications. They’ ve tried 
CB and cellular phones, and noth- 
ing gives them the rapid, flexible 
communications of the ham radio 
system. 

Total members are 337. 


This is some of the hamfest committee - the people who came to the October committee meeting. Left to right: Jeff AC4ZO, 
Chuck K4HF, Andy NI4S, Larry KG4FIM, Hank K4HM (Chairman), Selene KG4RMT. Not shown (as usual), Gary KN4AQ, 
taking the picture. Anyone can attend the Hamfest meetings. Please contact Hank K4HM at k4hm @arrl.net or call 919-577- 
1254. 


THE OLD DXER 
The sunspots were roaring and the Old DXer was working DX night and day, 
The faithful XYL had had it with his QRZing and blew her stack. 
“DX DX DX—that’s all you ever think about!” she groaned 
“Why Pll bet you don’t even remember our wedding date!!!” 


“T mostly certainly do” was the immediate reply, 
“It was June 14th, 1958—That’s the night I worked 
The XT1, the CRO, and the AC6!! 
By AC6V 


RARS Exciter January, 2004 page 8 


2004 RARS Board Members 


Pictured from left to right back row 

Past President Bernard Blackmon W4BRB 

RARS 2004 Field Day Chair: Neal Fisher N4HAF 
RARS 2004 Hamfest Chair: Hank Montgomery K4HM 
RARS Exciter Editor: Denyse Walter KG4CXR 

RARS Membership Chair: Denyse Walter KG4CXR 
At-Large Director: Jim Walter KG4FIJ 
W4DW/W4ARNC Trustee: Jeff Wittich AC4ZO 
At-Large Director: Johnnie Mayfield WA9SZL 


Front Row left to right: 

ARRL Liaison: Chuck Littlewood K4HF 
Secretary: Virginia Enzor KG4PFA 

Vice President: Dick Bitner W8HYD 

Public Information Officer: Gary Pearce KN4AQ 
FM Repeater Chair: Frank Scaraglino KA2FWC 
At-Large Director: Selene Montgomery KG4RMT 
Education Director: Bob Condor K4RLC 

RARS Web Master: Tim Nicholson W4NOT 


Not shown: 

President: Andy Peterson NI4S 

Treasurer: Greg Seamster KE4PAX 

Public Service Director: Bob Breyer KIRCB 

RARS Net Manager: Mary Holtschneider KG40QA 

RARS Volunteer Exam Coordinators: Liz White KO4CK, and Joe White WA4GIR 
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December 2003 
We would like to welcome our new mem- 
bers to RARS. Thank you for considering 
us for your amateur radio club. 


Martin KI4CFS 


CAROLINA 


RAG 


444.925 Durham 444.325 Holly Springs 

444.375 Henderson 444.150 Clayton 

444.775 Cary PL Tones = 100.0Hz 
Monday nights at 7:30pm 


KD4RAA/K4JDR Repeater Group 


Digital print-on-demand 
Both small and large format 
Color and black*& white 
High-volume print solutions 
One-to-one marketing solutions 
Full-service bindery and finishing 
www.docusourceofnc.com 
951 Aviation Parkway & @ 
Suite 600 
Morrisville, NC 27560 
919-459-5900 
Centrally located in the heart of the Triangle! DOCU SO U RC E 


relax; docusource it. 
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The Central Carolina 
Skywarn Net Meets 
Tuesdays at 9:15 PM 
on 146.88 Repeater 


Please bring the whole family for the 
RARS Dinner on the 4th Tuesday of 

each month at 6:30pm at the Golden 
Corral on Glenwood Ave. Raleigh, NC 


Special note: The Elkin, NC Hamfest for Feb- 
ruary 22, 2004 has been cancelled. 
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SKY WARN DINNER: 


January 25, 2004 at the China Buffet Restaurant, 
12516 Capital Boulevard in Wake Forest. A car pool 
will be formed in Cary for those interested in riding 
with others. 


Pictured from left to right: 

EC John VanPelt K4J VP Central Carolina Skywarn 
AEC John Hamilton NC4JH Triad Skywarn 

EC Bill Boyes KB1G Triad Skywarn 

AEC Denyse Walter KG4CXR CCSkywarn 

Jeff Orrock Severe Weather Coordinator Raleigh 
AEC Bob Woodson WX4MMM 


Photo by Matt KG4MYD 
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Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc Sen he. pee 


PO Box 17124 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27619 


JARSfest NOVEMBER 2003 


Left: Frank, 
KA2FWC is sell- 
ing from the back 
of his car at the 
JARSfest in Ben- 
son, NC. Good 
weather brought 
out many hams to 
buy and sell. 


Johnny WA9SZL 
picking up ham 
radio parts inside. 


Photos by Gary KN4AQ 
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